PTA Meeting- September 11, 2019

Attendees: See attached

Potluck session before the meeting for parents to meet the board. 

Welcome: Mindy Barnowski called the meeting to order.  Introductions around the room.

President’s Report, Mindy Barnowski
Membership update- 103 members as of now.  Membership forms went home today and more later this week. 

First Vice President’s Report, Ellen Bockelman
Looking for committee chairs for memory book, fifth grade celebration, maybe snow tubing (Cathy says we are good).
Looking for a second PTACHC rep to help Amy. 
Looking for incentives chair- We currently have Amazon Smile and need to start earning on Certificate
Debbie Golden will not be the Incentives Chair 
Ellen to set up a meeting with Ms. Wright and Mrs. Anoff about having math and reading events but not taxing the teachers too much with the limited availability of para educators this year. 
Eliminating the ‘fundraiser’ committee because we have enough other fund raisers. 
Probably not doing the Kid Stuff fund raiser this year- no one to head it up- or maybe instead a local coupon book instead.  Christa Murphy will take it on.  “Our Community Coupon Book”

Second VP’s Report, Kirsten Gick, report given by Krista Lapato
After school programs being considered this year:
She has a meeting tomorrow with Challendon about after school golf classes
She has been in touch with a chef who does after school cooking classes
Club Science Kids is also being explored.

Treasurer’s Report, Krista Lapato
Krista is glad that we have access to Quickbooks, so her report is a profit and loss statement.
We spend about $5000 into our reserves- started the year with $45,000 in money market and a few thousand in checking.  Now we only have $40,000 in the money market, still a few thousand in checking.
Top portion of her report is all income.
She explained the Western Howard County soccer fundraiser- we get $10 for every Lisbon kid that signs up for WHC soccer.  Amy asked if half of the check that we get this year could be donated to the Phelps Luck field trip fund.  Mrs. Anoff had asked the Executive board if we could help with that fund as a PTA.  Amy Ashmore made a motion that we split that money with Phelps Luck.  Mindy Barnowski seconded that motion.  And it is done.
Debbie Golden asked about how to submit budget requests for STEM night, to possibly include both MD Science Center for that night but maybe Sub Zero Ice Cream for another incentive for another program at some point during the year—not at STEM night. 
Amy Ashmore made a motion to approve Krista’s budget as prepared.  Cathy Datz seconded that.  All in favor, none opposed.
Krista also reminded us that we now have Paypal for PTA registration. 
Krista will close the books for last year and will present it at the October General meeting.

Recording Secretary’s Report: Tracey Schaub
May minutes were already approved at the June Board meeting.  Nothing to report.

PTACHC Report- Amy Ashmore
Packet of information provided with PTACHC information. 
Looking for a second rep to help and be able to go the nights when Amy cannot go to the PTACHC meetings.



Committee Reports

Directory- June Roach
She is working on the directory.  Next month we will vote on the cover artwork- we will have submissions from fifth graders.  These should be out earlier than they were last year with some more experience this year.  Going to be sorted again by grade level.

Back to School Picnic & Snowball Social, this Friday September 13- Cathy Datz
Being held at the park in front of Lisbon.  Set up as a picnic also- The Grill will be set up and will be donating ten percent of the proceeds for the night from the social OR from their actual location that night.  Police officers will be here for a community meet and greet. Girl scouts will have a table and craft station.  Boy Scouts will be there as well with popcorn fund raiser and a go cart activity, recruiting.  PTA will have a table manned by the board. Tri star martial arts will be there and promoting the fund raiser that they do for new registrations in the fall. Blue Crab Cross Fit is also considering doing some give back for new Lisbon registrations so they might be here.  Clean up help needed by all at the end.  There will be a trash can, a recycling can and a composting container—food from The Grill will all be in compostable containers.  The kids will be learning about composting during the day at school as well.  Cathy’s husband will take it to composting in the morning after.

Fall Festival- Cathy Datz
$8 in advance, $10 at the door.  Marriotts Ridge HS students will be doing fried oreos.  Face painters is up to six this year. Payment can be made online.  First flyer will come home in a couple of weeks.  It has a QR code that will take you right to the sign up genius for donations. Police will be here to show kids the inside of the police car and trucks and talk with the kids. Cathy needs four roof lights to be requested for the fall festival- HoCo schools provides those- Ms. Wright will request.  Debbie Golden asked about inviting 4-H to participate in this or back to school night.  Debbie also requested a leave a book/take a book box to be out at the Fall Fest- Cathy asked if it could instead be at the Community Night- that’s the plan. 

Clothes for Cash Bin- Cathy Datz
Tabled for later—short story, the PTA gets money back for every pound that is donated.  Shoes, clothes, bedding—any donated textiles. 

Reading Initiative- Debbie Golden
Historical reminder of how this plan went last year- never was able to take off.  Money was going to be used to stock the libraries in the classrooms where kids are being inspired by their teachers to read different things.  Then the requests from teachers were more wide spread than just the offerings from Scholastic.  Debbie’s take on the June board meeting was that all monies were nixed for this program.  Ms. Wright jumped in and asked that Debbie set up a meeting next week with Mrs. Anoff and Ms. Wright to figure out how to do something with this for this year- showcasing various books for the different months of diversity that the school is promoting.  Mrs. Hastings is going to be the teacher rep for the PTA this year and she would like to also be involved in this initiative. 
Debbie also talked about a book mobile that goes around to schools and, on a quiet night, they can come and be available for kids to browse. Maybe she would like to do that on a night where we also provide Sub Zero Ice Cream as an incentive for the kids for something that they earn or do well. 

Vice Principal’s Report- Ms. Wright
Most things have already been addressed- necessary meetings have been planned. 
Mrs. Hastings is going to be the teacher representative this year.   



New Business

Cultural Arts- Liz Banach
Trying to do two assemblies for cultural arts this year.  One during school (Feb/March), one evening event (sometime this fall). 
Considering one with drumming and musical performance. 
Maybe Chinese Acrobats- they are the only ones available before the end of 2019. $1200, within budget.
Another consideration- Berry Lewis Pohls (sp?) is a musical artist, he recently won a grammy, he has a song featured in the movie Juno—he does school assemblies about the process of writing and storytelling—not so much a cultural event but might be enlightening.  He is receiving a grant this year that would bring our cost down to $1500 this year if we are interested.  He sends his books and music to the classrooms in advance of his visit so that students and teachers can be familiar with his work in advance. 
She is also thinking of doing a cultural night—maybe a good night to invite the book mobile—families could share their cultural backgrounds.

Rock Garden- Cathy Datz
Rocks are being delivered tomorrow at 7 am—one ton.  In the open grassy area in front of the school, it would be a place for rocks to be left decorated with happy thoughts.  Every kid will have a chance to paint a rock as one of Ms. Gyro’s art lessons this year.

Community Night- Cathy Datz
Flyer is printed and ready.  Sign up Genius is ready for people to sign up for donations.  QR code will be on the flyer for the sign up genius.  Board of Education is invited.  Two County Council members and maybe the County Executive are coming.  They are coming to help make baskets.

Shoes for Stevens Forest Elementary- Cathy Datz
Stevens Forest Elementary is a Howard County Title 1 school, they do not have a lot of money coming in for their PTA.  Any shoes at all, good or bad or broken or anything—they get money back per pound of shoes, no matter the condition.  Good shoes are given to people who can use them.  Shoes that cannot be used are recycled or trashed.  There is a collection box at the Lisbon Elementary front lobby until November 22 (Community Night).

Bingo- Amy Ashmore
Committee meeting October 9- Amy will send more information. 

Winter Bash- Rachel Hall
Changing DJ- cutting down the cost.
More discussion to come.
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